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MAIN DOOR CORPORATION LIMITED WARRANTY 
 

Main Door Corpora tion wa rrants, sub jec t to  the 
c ond itions and  restric tions below, tha t its p roduc ts 
a re free from defec ts in ma teria l and  workmanship  
for the period  of one yea r beg inning on the da te of 
purc hase by the c ustomer.  
 
Should  a  Ma in Door Corpora tion p roduc t fa il to 
c onform to this written warranty, Ma in Door 
Corpora tion will, a t its op tion, either:  
 
1. Repa ir the p roduc t found  to be defec tive free 

of c ha rge, or: 
2. Provide a  rep lac ement pa rt or pa rts to repa ir 

the p roduc t found  to be defec tive free of 
c ha rge, or:  

3. Provide a  rep lac ement p roduc t in the same 
c ond ition of fitting  and  finishing as the p roduc t 
tha t has been ordered  orig ina lly, or: 

4. Refund  the orig ina l p ric e rec eived  for the 
p roduc t. 

  
Ma in Door Corpora tion sha ll not be responsib le for 
any labor c osts or other c osts to remove defec tive 
p roduc ts or to retrofit new p roduc ts or pa rts.  
 
Ma in Door Corpora tion will not be held  liab le for any 
p roduc t repa ired  or rep lac ed  without its p rior written 
c onsent.  
 
Ma in Door Corpora tion sha ll not be responsib le for 
finishing c osts of new p roduc ts, unless purc hased  
fac tory finished  from Ma in Door Corpora tion and  
with its p rior written c onsent to pay for those c osts. 
 
THE FOLLOWING SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED DEFECTS 
IN MATERIAL OR WORKMANSHIP AND ARE NOT 
COVERED BY THIS WARRANTY: 
 
1. Warp  for any door wider than 42" or ta ller than 

96";  
2. Warp  for any nomina l 1-3/ 4" thic k by 42" wide by 

96" high or sma ller door, not exc eed ing 1/ 4" in 
the p lane of the door itself; 

3. Bow or nona lignment in the frame or jamb in 
whic h the door is hung if suc h is purc hased  from 
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Ma in Door Corpora tion not mac hined  and  not 
p rehung; 

4. Va ria tions or unsa tisfac tory results in g loss level, 
texture or appearanc e resulting from the field  
app lic a tion of pa int or any other finishing  
ma teria l; 

5. Our p roduc ts a re p rimarily manufac tured  with 
wood . Wood , by its na ture, has na tura l 
va ria tions in c olor. These va ria tions a re 
c onsidered  enhanc ements and  a re not defec ts. 
All p iec es of wood  a re unique. Some p iec es of 
wood  have more p ronounc ed  gra in pa tterns 
than others. When p re-finished , the d ifferenc es 
may be more p ronounc ed  and  a re not defec ts 
in the wood  or finish. Add itiona lly, b leed -through 
of wood  p itc h may be experienc ed  – this is not 
c onsidered  a  defec t. 

6. Damage c aused  by others or by any c ause 
beyond  the c ontrol of Ma in Door Corpora tion, 
inc lud ing, but not limited  to: damage c aused  by 
misuse, abuse, ac c ident, mishand ling or by fire, 
flood , ea rthquake, storm, tornado or other ac ts 
of na ture. 
"Misuse" of a  door inc ludes, but is not limited  to, 
using a  door on pa rt of a  build ing without 
p rovid ing adequa te overhang or an 
approp ria te finish c olor. Adequa te overhang 
depends on the typ ic a l wea ther c ond itions of 
the a rea  where the door is to be used , but 
typ ic a lly means an overhang p ro jec ting  a  
d istanc e from the struc ture one ha lf the 
eleva tion d ifferenc e between the bottom of the 
door and  the base of the overhang struc ture a t 
the point whic h is fa rthest from the door. In order 
to reduc e the c hanc e of warp ing or c hec king , 
da rk c olored  finishes should  be avoided  on a ll 
surfac es, espec ia lly on light c olored  wood  
spec ies, or if the door is exposed  to d irec t 
sunlight; 

7. Damage due to trimming more than ½’ ’  from 
the top  or 1 ½’ ’  from the bottom and  c utting 
into dowels;  

8. Fa ilure to perform norma l homeowner©s 
ma intenanc e, inc lud ing ma inta ining the finish 
(fac tory finish or non-fac tory finish); 
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9. Produc t fa ilure due to improper or inc orrec t 
insta lla tion; 

10. Attemp ts to repa ir Ma in Door Corpora tion 
p roduc ts other than by Ma in Door Corpora tion 
rep resenta tives; 

11. Panel movement (shrinkage) of 1/ 4" or less. 
Wood  doors a re susc ep tib le to expansion and  
c ontrac tion c aused  by tempera ture and  
humid ity va ria tions. These may c ause the wood  
panels, tha t have been designed  to "floa t", to 
shrink, leaving an unsta ined  line a long the panel 
edge and  tiny c rac ks a t the jo ints. These 
devia tions from perfec tion a re not c onsidered  
flaws. While Ma in Door Corpora tion doors a re a  
low-ma intenanc e p roduc t, field  touc h-up  may 
be required  due to environmenta l c ond itions, 
d ings, dents and  the norma l expansion and  
c ontrac tion of wood . Ma in Door Corpora tion 
takes extra  measures to ensure tha t jo int 
separa tion is minima l. However, it is norma l to  
experienc e some joint separa tion in a reas where 
stiles and  ra ils meet and  a t c asing jo ints. These 
a re not c onsidered  defec ts. If jo int sepa ra tion 
oc c urs, the separa ted  a rea  must be sea led . 
Sta ins and  fillers a re ava ilab le in a ll standard  
c olors from Ma in Door Corpora tion.  

12. Damage c aused  by extreme tempera ture 
buildup  where a  storm door is utilized . Storm 
doors must be vented  to elimina te this 
tempera ture buildup ; 

13. Slight expansion or c ontrac tion due to va rying  
environmenta l c ond itions, suc h as tempera ture 
and  humid ity; 

14. Doors shipped  out of the c ontinenta l Untied  
Sta tes or Hawa ii a re not warranted . This 
Warranty app lies only if the Ma in Door 
Corpora tion p roduc t is insta lled  in a  struc ture 
loc a ted  within the United  Sta tes of Americ a . 
Ma in Door Corpora tion does not wa rrant any 
p roduc t, whic h is insta lled  outside the United  
Sta tes or Ha wa ii. This Warranty app lies only to 
p roduc ts as orig ina lly insta lled  in the c ustomer’ s 
build ing and  does not app ly to any tea r outs 
and  reinsta lla tions. 
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The exterior finish is warranted  for a  period  of one (1) 
yea r from the da te of purc hase aga inst c rac king , 
peeling , c hec king or delamina ting sub jec t to the 
following terms and  exc lusions: Defec ts not c overed  
under this Warranty inc lude, but a re not limited  to: 
fa ilures rela ted  to knots, finger-jo ints, stile and  ra il 
separa tion, c rac king or fa ilure of the substra te, 
improper insta lla tion and  ma intenanc e, moisture 
penetra tion, or improper c leaning . Should  the finish 
fa il, and  the c ond itions set forth herein have been 
sa tisfied , Ma in Door Corpora tion will p rovide the full 
c ost of rep lac ement finishing during  the first yea r of 
this Warranty. In the event tha t a  fa ilure oc c urs, Ma in 
Door Corpora tion, reserves the right to determine the 
best method  needed  to c orrec t the situa tion, 
inc lud ing, but not limited  to, the refinishing  in the field  
of the fa iled  pa rt(s). In order for the Warranty to be in 
effec t, Ma in Door Corpora tion must be notified  in 
writing  of the fa ilure within thirty (30) days of the 
d isc overy of suc h p rob lem and  p rovide 
doc umenta tion. Ma in Door Corpora tion may require 
c lea r p ic tures of the a ffec ted  p roduc t. If Ma in Door 
Corpora tion c hooses to repa int, we will use norma l 
repa inting p rac tic es inc lud ing a  trade pa int p roduc t 
or other suitab le a lterna tives. The Warranty a lso 
app lies to any pa rt we repa int/ refinish, repa ir, or 
rep lac e, but only for the unexp ired  portion of the 
Warranty period  app lic ab le to the orig ina l pa rt. 
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Solid wood entry door Insta lla tion Instruc tions 
 
 
Ma teria ls for Insta lla tion: 
 

�  Touc h-up  sta in /  pa int wax c rayon [inc luded  w/  finished  
units only] 

�  Shims [not inc luded ] 
�  Caulking [not inc luded ] 
�  Sandpaper Grid  150 [not inc luded ] 
�  Casing or finish na ils or # 8 X 3”  and  2-1/ 4”  d rywall sc rews 

[not inc luded ] 
�  Loc kset [not inc luded ] 
�  Primer or sand ing sea ler in c ase of unfinished  units. [not 

inc luded ] 

 
Tools for Insta lla tion [not inc luded ]: 
 

�  Tape measure 
�  Level 
�  Hammer 
�  Caulking gun 
�  Square 
�  Sc rewd river 
�  Power d rill 
�  Miter sa w  

 
For safety reasons it is rec ommended to use safety 
g lasses and safety g loves when working with power 
tools. To insta ll any prehung door unit larger than a 
single door unit, two people are required. 
 
Before sta rting the insta lla tion of any door unit, read  
Insta lla tion instruc tions c a refully and  c hec k a ll 
nec essary pa rts and  tools needed  [for list of tools and  
pa rts needed  see above]. Note: these Instruc tions do 
not c la im to be c omp lete and  d ifferent methods of 
door insta lla tion might be possib le. 
 
Getting started: 
 
1. Chec k the rough opening of door. For the 

ma jority of insta lla tions, the d istanc e between 
the left and  right stud  and  the d istanc e 
between the header and  the floor should  be 
about ½”  to 1”  wider and  ta ller than the door 
unit’ s overa ll wid th and  height. 

2. All Ma in Door Units c ome when purc hased  as 
Prehung with ether a  1-3/ 16”  height Aluminum 
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Oak Ad justab le or a  1-1/ 4”  Solid  oak sill. Both 
p rovide adequa te c lea ranc e for most floors, 
suc h as c a rpet, wood  and  tile. In c ase you need  
an even height c lea ranc e, the rough opening 
must be ad justed .  
Prior to insta lla tion c hec k the rough opening to 
ensure tha t:  
�  The opening p rovides enough spac e a  

p roperly shimmed .  
�  The opening is not twisted . Minor twist c an 

be c orrec ted  with shims. If the opening is 
bad ly twisted  [not p lum], you will have to fix 
the c ond ition before p roc eed ing . 

3. Prehung door units a re shipped  out by Ma in 
Door Corpora tion stand ing up right on a  pa llet, 
c overed  with white c a rdboard . Prior to 
insta lla tion, make sure tha t the unit is delivered  
in good  c ond ition. 

4. For insta lla tion, take the door (s) off the hinges 
by removing the hinge p ins. Onc e the doors a re 
removed , take the unit off the pa llet and  
remove a ll pac kage pa rts from the frame. 

5. Prepare threshold  a rea  of the door unit by 
putting two generous lines of c aulking about ½”  
in d istanc e to eac h other a long the outer edge 
of the floor. It is important to make sure tha t the 
c aulking beads will sea l the floor and  the 
threshold  aga inst moisture entering from the 
outside. 

6. Proc eed  with insta lla tion by c a refully tilting  the 
door into the door opening. Make sure tha t the 
p reviously app lied  c aulking has c ontac t with the 
threshold  and  tha t the hinge jamb leg is level. 

7. Rep lac e one sc rew from the top  and  bottom 
hinge p la te by a  # 8 x 3”  sc rew to tempora rily 
fasten the jamb  loosely into the stud . Or, remove 
the hinge p la te and  p lac e sc rew behind  the 
hinge p la te to tempora rily fasten the jamb 
loosely into the stud . 

8. Onc e the jamb  is only fastened  loosely, you c an 
now begin to shim the hinge jamb from the 
inside behind  the hinge loc a tion. Be sure tha t 
the hinge jamb  leg is level in both d irec tions and  
the entryway opening is square. 

9. Onc e the hinge jamb leg is fixed  in a  level and  
square position, sta rt leveling and  shimming the 
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la tc h jamb leg in a  square position. It is 
rec ommended  to p lac e a  minimum of three 
shims between the stud  and  the jamb leg . 
Remove the Q-lon Wea ther stripp ing and  
tempera tely fasten the jamb about 2”  from the 
top  and  from the bottom in an a rea  tha t onc e 
the Q-lon is reinsta lled  will be c overed  with  # 8 X 
3”  Drywa ll Sc rews. When insta lling  a  sing le door, 
do not shim and  fasten the top  of the unit. If you 
a re insta lling  a  p rehung unit tha t has sidelites, 
shim and  fasten the top  of the unit where the 
sidelite jo ins the doorjamb . 

10. After rec hec king tha t the hinge jamb is still level 
and  square, sec ure the jamb leg in p lac e. Make 
sure tha t the door opens freely and  the spac e 
between the door and  the jamb is level on a ll 
sides. Be sure tha t the Q-lon meets and  sea ls the 
door on a ll sides evenly, so when c losed  no light 
c omes through. Ad just if nec essary. In c ase of 
ad justments, loosen or remove the la tc h jamb  
fasteners and  ad just the la tc h jamb until there is 
even c ontac t with the wea ther stripp ing . 

11. Reassure tha t the door shoe touc hes the 
threshold  evenly. Most doors have an oak 
ad justab le a luminum threshold ; in this c ase, you 
c an make c orrec tions by ad justing the 
ad justment sc rews on the top  of the oak strip . 
These a llow you an ad justment of maximum ¼” ; 
in add ition to the ad justment a t the threshold , 
you c an lower the door sweep  by 1/ 8”  by 
loosening its sc rews and  pulling  the door sweep  
down. 
If you have ordered  the unit with a  solid  oak sill, 
you c an ad just the threshold  c ontac t by 
ad justing the squareness of the door unit and  
lowering the door shoe.  

12. Rec hec k for smooth opera tion and  even 
spac ing between the door and  the jamb. 
Sec ure the la tc h and  the hinge jamb in p lac e  

13. If you have a  doub le door. some add itiona l 
fastening is required . Double doors should  be 
sec ured  through the jamb head  and  into the 
door header with two 10D finish na ils or two # 8 x 
3”  d rywa ll sc rews. DO NOT SHIM THE TOP OF THE 
JAMB HEAD! 
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Below a re some of the most c ommon p rob lems 
fac ed  when insta lling  DOUBLE DOORS 
 
Troubleshooting tips for insta lling double door and a ll 
Prehung units 
when insta lling  p rehung units pa rtic ula rly doub le 
door units; there a re c erta in p rob lems tha t may a rise. 
Genera lly, the la rger the opening , the more likely it is 
to be out of square. When insta lling  units into an 
existing opening , it may not be suffic ient enough to 
a lign the jambs with the existing framing . If the 
existing framing  is out of square and  the p rehung unit 
is a ligned  with the existing framing , then the p rehung 
unit will a lso be out of square. Prob lems with 
a lignment c an happen with any p rehung unit but 
the p rob lems a re enhanc ed  with doub le door units 
due to the extra  door. 
Here a re some solutions to the c ommon p rob lems of 
insta lling  doub le door units. These solutions c an a lso 
be used  with other p rehung units. 
Problem No. 1: Doors don’t a lign at top 
 
 
 

 
SOLUTIONS 
 
Shim a t Points A, B and , or C. If there is suffic ient 
spac ing on the opposite sides of point A and  B 
then shim a t points A and  B to shift frame and  
a lign doors a t top  and  bottom. If there isn’ t, shim 
a t point C to lift up  side and  a lign doors 

 

Prehung Unit out of 
square (exaggera ted  
to show the p rob lem) 

Doors a ligned  a t top  and   
bottom 
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Problem No. 2: Doors don’ t close together  evenly. 

 

 

 

SOLUTION: 

Frame has to be shifted  a t point A, B, C and /  or 
D. Shift point A forward  or right. Shift point B 
bac kward  or left. Shift point C bac kward  or left. 
Shift point D forwa rd  or right. Use any of these 
c omb ina tions in order to a lign doors. If doors a re 
only slightly out of a lignment the ½”  hole for flush 
bolt c an be d rilled  either forwa rd  or bac kward  
of c enter slightly. 
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Problem No. 3 Step from jamb to framing 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step  from jamb to 
framing on the outside. 

The b ric k mould  has to be 
bac k c ut. 

Step  from jamb to framing on the 
inside. The c asing has to be bac k c ut. 

SOLUTIONS: 
If jambs a re shifted  to 
the point tha t there is 
a  step  from jamb to 
framing , then the 
c asing or the b ric k 
mould  will have to be 
bac k c ut in order to 
insta ll the mould ing 
c orrec tly (see 
examp les). 

Bac kc ut Bric kmould  and  Casing 

Provided  Bric kmould  and  Casing 



12 of 16 

14. Touc h up  any na il holes by rubb ing the 
delivered  (fac tory finished  units only) c rayon into 
the na il holes and  rub  off exc ess with a  c lean 
rac k. For unfinished  units, use wood  putty to 
touc h up  na il holes. 

15. Caulk a round  the outside of the door unit 
between the sid ing and  the b ric k mould , a long 
the front side of the threshold  and  between the 
jamb sides and  the threshold . 

 
FAILURE TO FOLLOW PROPER INSTALLATION AND 
FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS WILL VOID THE WARRANTY! 
 
FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Before getting sta rted , here a re some help ful hints: 
�  Wea r sa fety g lasses for eye p rotec tion, and  rubber 

g loves to avoid  skin irrita tion. 
�  Always follow pa int or sta in manufac turers’  

instruc tions.  
�  Ask your loc a l ha rdwa re /  pa int store for the best 

qua lity ma teria ls and  make sure tha t a ll ma teria ls 
a re c ompa tib le with eac h other. 

�  Never finish only one side of the door. 
�  Always a llow materia l used  enough time to d ry  
�  Sea l and  finish a ll six sides of a  door. 
�  Remove ha rdware from door and  mask off g lass 

p rior to finishing . 
�  Finish in a  dust free, well-ventila ted  environment, 

away from the sunlight. 
 
STAIN- Finishing instruc tions 
 
When working with finishing ma teria ls, a lways follow 
the instruc tions of the ma teria l’ s manufac turer. 
Always keep  finishing ma teria ls out of reac h of 
c hild ren. 
 
1. Lightly b loc k sand  the surfac es of the unit with 

sandpaper 150 grit in the d irec tion of the wood  
gra in. Never sand  c ross gra in! 

2. Clean unit from a ll dust. 
3. Chec k a ll surfac es to be c lean and  smooth.  
4. App ly sta in with a  b rush or c heesec loth evenly in 

d irec tion of the gra in. Wipe off exc ess sta in to 
ac hieve the desired  c olor and  gra in effec t. After 
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the door is sta ined  a llow ma teria l to d ry. Follow 
instruc tions of the sta in manufac turer. 

5. App ly a  minimum of two c oa ts of c lea r 
Polyurethane or Vara thane. Spray app lic a tions 
will ac hieve the best results. Make sure the door 
is sea led  on a ll SIX sides. 

 
Follow the same p roc edure to sta in other pa rts of the 
unit, e.g ., jamb sets or mold ings. 
 
FAILURE TO FOLLOW PROPER FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS 
AND ADEQUATE PROTECTION FROM WEATHER WILL 
VOID THE WARRANTY! 
 
PAINT- Finishing instruc tions 
 
1. Lightly b loc k sand  the surfac es of the unit with 

sandpaper 150 grit in the d irec tion of the wood  
gra in. Never sand  c ross gra in! 

2. Clean unit from a ll dust. 
3. Sea l door with qua lity p rimer on a ll six sides. 

Allow p rimer to d ry thoroughly(c hec k instruc tions 
of manufac turer) 

4. Sand  lightly with Sandpaper 320 grit and  c lean 
off dust. App ly sec ond  c oa t of p rimer. Make 
sure to use c ompa tib le ma teria ls. 

5. After d rying , sand  with sandpaper 320 grit, c lean 
off dust and  app ly one even c oa t of to pa int. 

 
FAILURE TO FOLLOW PROPER FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS 
AND ADEQUATE PROTECTION FROM WEATHER WILL 
VOID THE WARRENTY! 
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Maintenanc e and frequent asked questions 
 
Exposure 
Exposure to the elements, suc h as sun, wind , ra in and  
any type of moisture will a ffec t any well-finished  
exterior wood  p roduc t. 
In order to p reserve the beauty of your door and  its 
p rotec tive finish, it is rec ommended  to read  the 
following : 
It is rec ommended  to inspec t the door a t least onc e 
a  yea r, and  refinish if nec essary. It is c onsidered  
norma l ma intenanc e to refinish the topc oa t 
app roxima tely onc e a  yea r. 
To ma inta in the topc oa t it will not be nec essa ry to 
strip  the door! To refinish, the unit must be c leaned  
off a ll dust and  residue g iven a  light sand ing the 
d irec tion of the gra in with 220-grit sandpaper. After 
sand ing , wipe off a ll dust in the sanded  a reas. 
Thoroughly read  and  follow a ll instruc tions p rovided  
by the topc oa t manufac turer on the c an and  app ly 
ac c ord ing ly. 
Depend ing on the environment in whic h the door is 
insta lled , refinishing might be required  every 1 to 3 
yea rs. 
 
How should the door be c leaned? 
 
The first step  in ma inta ining the finish of the door 
should  be keep ing it c lean from dust, as dust holds 
and  absorbs moisture on humid  days. But not only 
does dust trap  moisture, it a lso holds a  high 
c onc entra tion of smog and  pollution, whic h c an ac t 
together with the moisture, like an ac id , a ffec ting the 
finish if not removed  on a  regula r basis. 
Therefore, use a  dust c loth, just like the one you use 
to c lean furniture. After dusting the door, we do not 
rec ommend  using any furniture polish, as those might 
a ffec t the finish. 
Never use solvents, ab rasive c leaners, detergents or 
soaps for c leaning ; these might destroy the finish of 
your door. Do not wash the door with wa ter or rinse it 
off with a  hose, as this might lead  to swelling  of the 
door. We do not rec ommend  the use of heavy 
waxes as they leave a  residue. 
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Will it be nec essary to reseal the wood after trimming 
sanding or p laning? 
 
Your door whether finished  or unfinished  will require 
an add itiona l sea ling on any side tha t has been c ut, 
sanded  or p laned .  
By c utting, sand ing or p laning finished  door units 
during the p roc ess of the insta lla tion, you b reak the 
sea l tha t has been app lied  by the fac tory. This sea l 
needs to be reapp lied  to the door to g ive it the 
p rotec tion aga inst moisture reentering or, in a  d ry 
environment, evapora tion out of the pores of wood .  
For p roduc ts purc hased  unfinished , you will have to 
sea l the whole unit. Never expose unsea led , ra w 
wood  to the environment. 
An example of the effec ts of moisture on wood :  

·  A 12”  wide oak board  tha t c hanges from  
8% moister c ontent to 4% moister c ontent 
will shrink up  to 3/ 16” ! [12”  0.00369*4% - 
0.17712” +11/ 64”  based  on the Wood  
Engineering Handbook by the U.S. Forest 
Produc ts Labora tory] Even though the 
shrinkage of spec ies other than oak is 
d ifferent, the basic s a re the same.  

 
This is why it is very important to sea l the pores of  the 
wood  c a refully p rior to insta lla tion and  it is a lways a  
good  idea  to c hec k the top  and  bottom edge of 
your door for p roper sea ling . 
 
How to touc h up nic ks and sc ratc hes. 
 
As time goes by, your door might get minor nic ks and  
sc ra tc hes. Tha t is why Ma in Door Corpora tion 
p rovides every c ustomer who purc hased  a  finished  
unit with a  touc h up  kit. This kit c onta ins some sta in 
and  a  touc h up  pen. If you have app lied  a  finish 
other than the fac tory finish, we rec ommend  tha t 
you keep  on hand  a  sma ll quantity of sta in and  
sea ler to repa ir sma ll nic ks and  sc ra tc hes.  
After app lying the sta in, a llow the a rea  to d ry for 
app roxima tely 2-4 hours. After the sta in is d ry, use an 
a rtist’ s b rush to app ly a  first c oa t of va rnish. We 
rec ommend  using an oil-based  Polyurethane va rnish 
in semi g loss for sta ined  units. After app lying the first 
c oa t, let the a rea  d ry for a t least 1 to 2 hours before 
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an intermed ia te light sand ing (use sandpaper P 320) 
and  the app lic a tion of the sec ond  c oa t.  
 
What happened if there is an unsta ined line around 
the panel showing? 
 
This line is c aused  by the c ontrac tion of the wood  
panel. As wood  is a  hygrosc op ic , na tura l p roduc t it 
reac ts to c hanges of its environment and  the 
c hanging c ond itions of the c lima te. The doors 
therefore a re c onstruc ted  with free-floating wood 
panels to minimize c rac king  of the wood . If the 
panels would  be na iled  or g lued  in p lac e, the power 
of the c ontrac ting (or expand ing in humid  c lima tes) 
panel would  c ause severe c rac ks and  damages to 
the door.  
As a  ma tter of fac t, the power of the expansion of 
wood  is so strong tha t it was used  in anc ient Egyp t to  
b reak stones for the c onstruc tion of the pyramids. As 
there was no dynamite ava ilab le, Egyp tian miners 
d rove d ry wood  into a  roc k, added  wa ter and  
wa ited  until the expand ing wood  c rac ked  the roc k.  
Lines a round  the panel c an be touc hed  up  very 
easy.  First, c lean the a rea  of a ll built ups and  easy to 
remove va rnish. Onc e this is done, sta in the 
unsta ined  ra w wood . Use a  fine b rush to app ly the 
sta in. After the app lic a tion of the sta in wipe off the 
exc ess and  let the sta in d ry slowly for 2-4 hours.  After 
the sta in is d ry, use an a rtist’ s b rush to app ly a  first 
c oa t of va rnish. We rec ommend  using an oil-based  
Polyurethane va rnish in semi g loss for sta ined  units. 
After app lying the first c oa t, let the a rea  d ry for a t 
least 1 to 2 hours before an intermed ia te light 
sand ing (use Sandpaper P 320) and  the app lic a tion 
of the sec ond  c oa t. 


